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RULES AMENDMENT

The Rules Committee offers its first amendment to File No. 2013-492:
(1) On page 1, line 10, and page 2, line 25, strike “Jewel” and insert “Jewell”;
(2) On page 1, line 6, strike “Stormwater Projects” and insert “Public Works Stormwater Projects – BF Other Construction Costs – Country Creek Drainage”;
(3) On page 2, line 1, strike “84” and insert “4”; 

(4) On page 2, line 2, after “event” insert “(One home was acquired separately as approved by 2006-251-E)”;

(5) On page 2, line 9, strike “Public Works – Stormwater Projects” and insert “Public Works Stormwater Projects – BF Other Construction Costs – Country Creek Drainage”;
(6) On page 2, line 20, strike “Exhibit 2”  and insert “Revised Exhibit 2, labeled as “Revised Exhibit 2, Revised Proj Summary, August 5, 2013 – Rules””;
(7) Remove Exhibit 2 and replace with Revised Exhibit 2 attached hereto, which attaches the Revised Project Summary;

(8) On page 1, line 1, amend the introductory sentence to add that the bill was amended as reflected herein.    

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Paige H. Johnston 
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Country Creek Drainage Improvements - Summary

The Country Creek neighborhood is named after the existing natural creek that runs through the
neighborhood from Hammond Blvd to Fouracker Road. The area along this creek has historically had
flooding problems. As far back as 1979 the City has attempted to find a solution to the flooding along
this creek. In 2010 the City hired Ghyabi and Associates to complete a detailed drainage study of the
Country Creek area. Based on the results of this study the City determined that that most cost effective
solution to the flooding issue was to purchase several homes along the creek that are routinely
damaged from flooding.

The Ghyabi study report investigated several options to reduce the level of flooding. These options
included widening the cross section of the existing creek and construction of large stormwater detention
ponds. The option that provided the most flood reduction was a complete realignment and widening of
the creek. This option would impact an area along the creek approximately 100 to 140 feet wide and
completely eliminate the natural condition of the creek. Wetland impacts along the more than mile of
natural creek would require substantial investment in permitting and mitigation. Costs for the widening
of the creek were estimated at between $5-6 million dollars. When the creek widening option was
presented to residents it was met with a great deal of resistance. Many residents why we would destroy
the natural beauty of the creek, displace wildlife and turn the creek into nothing more than a grassed
ditch just to keep a few houses from flooding. Based on the difficulties of permitting, resistance of the
neighborhood residents and high cost to benefit the option to widen the natural creek was considered
untenable.
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With the most effective option removed from consideration the City investigated other options which
would not result in the destruction of the creek’s natural condition. The City investigated the possibility
of building large stormwater ponds upstream of the Country Creek area. The only viable upstream
properties would provide for two stormwater ponds of 6 and 10 acres. When the creek system was
modeled with these ponds the reduction in flood stages was less than 4” in a 25yr/24 hr storm event.
The reduction in larger storm events was even less. Cost associated with the purchase of the pond site
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and construction of the ponds was estimated at $3-4 million dollars. Reductions in flood stages of less
than 4” would result in little change along the creeks
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In at least two other parts of the City where viable solutions to reduce flooding were not found the City
has made offers to purchase homes from residents. In these cases the City made offers to residents
with home below the elevation of the 25yr/24hr storm event. These areas include both Moncrief and
Pottsburg Creeks. For the Country Creek area the City has only found four homes that have finished
floor elevations below the 25yr/24hr storm event. The City has made offers to purchase each of the
homes in the Country Creek area which meet this criterion. Three property owners have accepted
offers and one has indicated that they are not interested.

Once the City has ownership of these three properties, along with another property that was purchased
by the City in 2006 for $117,000 (according to the information on the property Appraiser’s web site), the
buildings on the properties will be demolished and the City will proceed with a modified project scope to
removed dead trees, clean, shape and stabilize Country Creek from Hammond Blvd to Fouraker Road
and remove sediment buildup under the Fouraker Bridge. The purchased properties will be used to
widen the creek with the intent of dropping the flood stage elevations in two of the sections most
susceptible to house flooding. It is anticipated, at this time, that this work will be accomplished in two
phases over approximately the next 18 to 20 months.
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